
••Bradford is engaged on a notable scheme that will cost much money but will be a
very worthy setting to the Masonic character of a great city."

SIR WM. P. RAYNOR.

Programmt Of prOCttdlngS
ON THE

LAYING OF TUE

FOUNDATION STONE

At the North East Corner of the

NEW MASONIC TEMPLE,

Manningham Lane, BRADFORD,
BY

W.Bro. Sir HENRY WHITEHEAD,
P.P.O.W.,

ON

Thursday, March 25th, 1926.
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"Bradford is engal(ed Oil a notable scheme that will cost much money hut will be a
\'ery worthy setting to the ~Iasonic character of a great city,"

SIR \\'~1. P. R.-\YKon.

~~

programm~ Of proc~~djngs
ON THE

LAYING OF THE

FOUNDATION STONE

At the North East Corner of the

NEW MASONIC TEMPLE,

Manningham Lane, BRADFORD,
BY

W.Bro. Sir HENRY WHITEHEAD,
P.P.G.W.,

O:\'

Thursday, March 25th, 1926.
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W. Bra.

"

"

~be :J:Brabfor~

mason le Rssoeia Hon.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

Sir HENRY WHITEHEAD, P.P.G.W., Chairman.

W. W. SYMONS, P.P.G.D. OP C., Deputy Chairman.

F. OGDEN WHITELEY, P.P.D.G.R., Hon. Treasurer.

H. E. BOWER, P.P.G.W., Hon. Secretary.

H. E. W. FOX, P.P.G.D., Hon, Solicitor.

EZRA CLOUGH, P.P.G.W.

HERBl<JRT FIRTH, P.P.G.D.

E. HALLIDAY, P.P.G.W.

JOHN HODGSON, P.P.G.D.

W. HOLROYD, P.l'.G.D.

W. M. B. KERMODE, pG.n.

W. K. PLUNKETl', 1'.111.

J. RUSSELL ROSE, P.M.

EDWARD S:\lITH, p.P.GD.

J. T. WATERHOUSE, 1'.111.

W. WILKINSO~, 1'.111.
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PRIVATE.

~rber of l~roceebingB.

\V.Bro. \V. \V. Symons ",ill request \V.Bro. Sir Henry

vVhitehead to lay the FO'undation Stone.

°lhe Stone will be raised.
, "'

\V.Bro. Sir Henry vVhiteheaJ \\ill reply and address the assembly:

"Men and Brethren here assembled to-day to be:lold this

Ceremony, know all of you that we be lawful Masons, true

and faithful to' the laws O'f our CO'untry; and established

of old \I'i th peace and honour, in most countries, and

engaged by solemn obligatiO'ns to erect magnificent

buildings to be serviceable to the Brethren, and to fear

God, the l;reat Architect of the Universe.

\Ve hm'e amongst us, cO'ncealed from the eyes 0.£ all men,

secrets \I'hich cannO't be divulged, but these secrets are

la\l'ful and honourable, and not repugnant to the laws of

Cod or man. They were entrusted in peace and honour

to I\Iasons of antient times, and have been faithfully

transmitted to us, and it is our duty to' convey them

unimpaired to' the late:'it posterity.

Unless our Craft \I'ere good, and our calling honourable, wc

should not have lasted for so many centuries, nor should

wc have been honoured \I'ith the patronage of so many

illustrious men of ail ages, \\hO' have she\\'n themselves

ready to promote our interests, and to defend us against
all adversaries.

\Ve arc here assembled to-day, in the presence of you all,

to assist in laying', in antient form, the Foundation Stone

of this Building as a house for i\Iasonry, \\'hich \ye pray

God may deserve to' prosper by becoming a place of

ConcO'rd fO'r good men and for the promotion of Harmony

and Brotherly Love throughout the vVorid, until t;me shall
be no mor·e."
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5

Prayer by 'tV.Bra. Rev. ,V. (;. McNiece.

Almighty and Eternal God, (;reat Architect of the

Universe, who dost from Thy Thr0'ne behold all uwellers
upon Earth, direct us in all our doings with Thy most

gracious favour, and further us with Thy continua! help,
that in all our works begun, continued and ended in Thee

~IH;may glorify Thy Holy Name.
SO' mote it be.

W.Bro. Jt'. Ogdm TVhiteley will place a phial in the cavity after
announcing its contents.

TV.BTa. H. E. TV. Fox wdl also place a phial 'in the cavity after
announcing its contents.

'V.Brn. Sir Henry "VhilchcaJ: 1 will ask 'V.Bm. H. E. Bower to

read the inscription on the Slone.

The cement wilt be laid on the lower stone, ulldlV.B1'o. Sir llen1'Y
IVhitehead will adittst the same with a t1'01celhanded to him fol' the

pnrpose.

The upper stone w·iU thm~ be lowe1'ed in thl'ee distinct movements,
and adjusted by the A'"cltiteets of the Butldinlj.

'\".Bro. Sir Henry vVhitehead will adjust the Stone on it" bed by

striking it on the four ('ortlers \"ith the heavy maul (l1anded to

l1im by lV.13ru. J;V. lVilhillsoll) saying :-'Vith Temperance,
Fortitude, Pruuenee, and Justice let our \\~ork be founded.

\\'.Bro. Sir Henry Whitehead :-"'iV.Bro. Ezra Clough, you will
apply the Plumb Rule to the Stone."

\1\1. Bra. Ezra Clough (bav:ng done so) :-"\V. Bm. Si; Henry
vVhitebead, I find' the Stone perfect and trusl\\'ortby. Tbe
Craftsmen ha\'e done their duty."
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6

\\',Bra, Sir Henry \\'hitehead :-"\\',Bro, E. Halliday, you will
apply the Leyel to prove the Stone."

\V.Bro. E. Halliday (having done so) :-" \\·.Bro. Sii' Henry
\\'hitehead, 1 find the Stone to' be \\'ell faunded. The Craftsmen
have dane their duty."
\V.Bro. Sir Henry \\'hitehead :-"\N. Bra. \N. K. Plunkett, you
Ilill apply the Square to' prove the Stone."

\V.13ra. \\'. K. Plunkett :--"\\'.13ra. Sir Henry \\'hitehead, 1
have applied the Square, and find the Stone to be true. The
Craftsmen have dane their duty."

\\'.Bm. Sir Henry \\'hitehead :-"Having fulI: canfidence
in your skill in the Royal Art, It nOI\' remains with me to' camplete
the \\'{)rk. (Strihes the Stone three times 'u!ith the lIIaul handed
to hilll uy II'.Bro. W, IIolroyd.) "By the po,,\'er in me vested,
and in the name or the (;reat Architect af the Universe, 1 declare
th:s Stone \vell and truly laid in accardance \\ith the Antient Rules
of Architecture."

The Ardlitect (prescnting thc pluns) says :-"\V .Bra. Sir Henry
\\'hitehead, deign to inspect and sanction the whale design."

\\',Bra. Sir Henry \\'hitehead :-"1 \\'ill do sa \\'jth pleasure"
(inspccts the phI/IS and hands them bach) , ""'ith the implements
or our Craft and these instructions, may you raise a super
structure perfect in its parts and honaurable to the builders."

The \'essels ('ontaining the corn, \\'ine, ail and salt \\'ill be carried
round the stone once by \\'. Bros. Herbert Firth,\'V, M. B.
Kermode, J. Russell Rase, Edw,ard Smith, whO' will halt in
the \V,est.

The consecratl:ng vessels are presented successively to W.B1'O. Sir
Henry Whitelwad lcith the followillg W01'cZS :-

(a) Com: "I present to you Corn, the sacred t:mblem of plenty."

'[ he Chaplain recites :-

"There shall be an handful of Corn in the earth, :lpan the
"top of the i\Iountains; the fruit thereof shall shake like
"Lebanon; <lnd they or Lhe City shall nourish like grass of the
"earth. "

Psalm 27, 7). 16.
The Brethren sing :-

"\\'hen once or old in Israel,
Our early Brethren wrought \\'ith toil,

J eho\'L\h 's blessing's on them fell,
In shawers af Corn, and 'Vine, and Oil."
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Exodus, Chap. ]0, '1). 2) {""'26.

7

"'. Bra. Sir Henry "'hitehead :-

"1 scatter corn on this Stone, the emblem of ple!lty, and
may the all bounteous Creator of the L:niverse sho\\'er
dm\"ll his choicest blessings on tbe members of this
Community and all who shall assemble in this Bu:lding to
the (;101')' o,f the most High, until lime shall be no more."

Response :-(;Iory bc to (;od on High.

(h) n'/ne: "'.Brother, I present to you 'Vine, the sacred cmblr-m
of J 0')' and (;ladness. "

The Chaplain recites:-
"And for a drink offering, thou shalt offer the th:rd part
"of an hin of "'ine. for a sweet Savour unto the Lore!."

Numbers, rlwp. IS, 7'. 7.

The Rrethrrn sing:-
""'hen there a shrine to Him alone

They huilt, with worship sin to foil
On th reshold and on Corner-Stone,

They poured out Corn and 'Vine, and Oil."

\\'. Hro. Sir Henrv 'Yhitehead:-

"I pour \\'in~ on this Stnne, the emhlem of .lay and Gladness,
and may He \\,hose -:'\'an1(' is Love, grant that \\'e may be all
of onc heart and mind, and may \VC ever (\\vell together in

peace and unity."

Response :-Glory be to' God on High.

(c) Oil: "\\'.Brother, 1 present to vou Oil, the sacred rmhlel11
0'f Charity."

The Chaplain recites:-
"And thou shalt makr it an Oil of holv ointment, an

"ointment compounded after the art of the' apothtcary, it
"shall be an H'oly anointing Oil. And thou shall anoint
"the Tabern.aele of the Congreg'ation there\\'ith, and the Ark
"o·f the Testimonv. "

The Brethren sing-:-
"And \\'C have come fraternal bands.

'Vith joy and pride and prosperous spoil,
TO' honour Him with votive hands,

\ Vith streams of Corn, and \\'inc and Oi1."

\\'.Bro. Sir Henrv 'Vhitehcad:-

"1 pour Oil' on this Stone, the cmblem of Charity, <lnd I'll;1\'
(~od g-ive us grateful hearts and may \\'C 1)(' 'e\'rr rfad~'
cheerfully to relieve the wants of others."

Response :-Glory he to God on High.
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8

(tI) Salt: "IV. Brother, I present to you Salt, the sacred emblem
of Hospitality nnd Friendship."

The Chaplain recites:-
"And every oblation of thy meat offering' shalt thou season
"with Salt, neither shalt thou suffer the Salt of the
"Covenant of thy Cod to he lacking from thy meat offering.
"\Vith all thine offerings, thou shalt offer Salt."

Leviticus, Chap. 2, V. 13.

The Brethr<'n sing:-
"Now o'er our Il'ork this Salt \ve shower,

Emblem of Thy consen'ant power;
"And may Thy pres('nce I,ord wc pray

Preserve and keep this Lodge alway."

'I", Bra. Sir Henrv I\'hitehead:-

"T sprinkiC' 'Snlt on this Stone, the emhlem 0,[ Hospitality
;lIld Fri('ndshil', and ma) the all Bounteous Author of
Nnture hless this District, thc' Country and Kingdom at
Iargc Il'ith ,Ihundancf> of Corn, IVine, and Oil, anc1 all the
nccessari('s, comforts and conveniences of li[('. And mal'
th(' ,'\Imight\, An"hitert of the Pnin'rs(' look d011"n \vith
henignity upon our present undertaking, and C"rlJwn the
('dificc of \I'hich 11'(' hal'(, nO\I' laid the found;ltion \I'ith
('I'en' SUITCSS."

'~cspon"I': (;lon' he to God <,n High.

1'raY(,I" h\' the Chaplain :-
"Blessed h(' Thy Namc, 0 Lord God, for 1hat it hath

pleas('d Thee to hav(' Thy hahitation 'lmong the sons of
men upon earth, <:n<l to d\I'ell in th(' midst of tnelr
assemblies. Bless, \I'C hcs('ech Thee, the \vork we have
this da\' h('rtun in Thl' Name, 1\fav the edifice about to
1)(' e,'c(:tcd (;n this F()undation ston~ he completed to Thv
Honour and Clan'. and mal' those \I,ho shall hereafter usp

this building dedicate and devote their lives to Thy
servicc, and c\'ermorc praise and magnify Thy Holy Narnc."

Rcsponse :-So mote it hc.

Thc Chaplain \I'ill pronounc(' the nf-:1\\EDTCTTON.

":'Ira\" 1h(, God of our I-atll('rs, th(' God of Abraham, the
God of Tsa;w, and the God of .lacob, the Ange! of th('
('vcrlast ing Con'nant, II ho has redeemcd us fl on~ ('\'il, the
Hall' One \I,ho sanctifi('th us, Bless, Preserve, and keep
vou c\"('rmorc."

H, E BOWER, P.P,G,W"

Hon. Secretary.

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t


